













































































Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc.

7688 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR 97219 (503) 823-4592
WWW.Swhi.org

September 20, 2019

Mayor Ted Wheeler

Portland City Council Commissioner Eudaly
Portland City Council Commissioner Fish
Portland City Council Commissioner Fritz
Portland City Council Commissioner Hardesty
1221 SW Fourth Avenue

Portland, OR 97204

Re: Agenda Item #913 Southwest in Motion, September 25, 2019, Portland City Council meeting
Dear Portland City Council:

On May 30, 2013 Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc. (SWNI) wrote a letter in support of the Portland Bureau of
Transportation (PBOT)’s Southwest in Motion (SWIM) grant application with an expectation that it “would lay
the foundation for future improvements by prioritizing a long list of much-needed projects to improve the
almost nonexistent alternative mode transportation infrastructure in Southwest Portland.”

The draft plan is the culmination of many years of volunteer work in collaboration with PBOT staff and a wide
range of community members. It represents a short-term strategy to make it safer to walk and bike in
Southwest Portland.

SWNI urges you to:
a) Adopt the Southwest in Motion Plan.
b) Strengthen the Implementation Strategy and Funding commitment.
At this time, only a few crossings and two protected bike lanes are funded and one project is under
consideration for a Regional Flexible Fund Allocation grant. With so many Tier 1 projects PBOT needs to
work with stakeholders to identify and fund priority projects that will make it safer to walk and bike to key
destinations in SW Portland.
¢) Make it a high priority to trim vegetation in the right of way and maintain the active transportation

network for bicyclists and pedestrians.

d) Involve SW residents in detailed designs of projects.

Thank you for supporting this plan, and we look forward to working with PBOT to implement it.

Sincerely,

Leslie Hammond
President
Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc.

Cc: Portland City Auditor Mary Hull Caballero
Chris Warner, PBOT Director
Denver Igarta, PBOT
Nick Falbo, PBOT

Empowering citizen action to improve and maintain the livability of Southwest neighborhoods.
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Moore-Love, Karla

From: Kim Isaacson <k.b.isaacson@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 6:47 PM

To: Falbo, Nick

Cc: Council Clerk — Testimony; MNAChair@gmail.com; board@hna-pdx.com
Subject: Southwest In Motion- RP0O8

Hello Nick-

| spoke with your PBOT colleague Steve Szigethy at a booth during the Multnomah Days event last Saturday. He was
representing PBOT's ongoing paving and sidewalk project on SW Capitol Highway in the Multnomah Village area.

Since his project is improving area sidewalks, | asked him if he knew about any pedestrian improvements being planned
for nearby 'Hoot Owl Corner' at SW Capitol Highway and Vermont and he suggested | refer to the Southwest In Motion
plan on PBOT's website.

| downloaded the SWIM Final Draft plan and appendices from the PBOT website. In general, | am pleased to see the
comprehensive planning for reducing the gaps in pedestrian and bike facilities in Southwest Portland. We need that.
However, | am disappointed about the plan's recommendations for RP08, on SW Capitol Highway at

Vermont. Specifically, the proposed use of 'safer shoulder' techniques adjacent to the parking lots that front the Cider
Mill and Hoot Owl Market. This is inadequate to create a comfortable and safe pedestrian environment at this

location. 'Safer shoulder' techniques may work as a sidewalk substitute along streets with landscape or a physical
barrier adjacent the right-of-way (as illustrated on pages 26-27 of the SWIM Final Draft Plan); | don't think these
techniques are comfortable and safe with moving vehicles on both sides of the pedestrian facility (in this case, the street
and adjacent parking lot).

I recognize that this is not an easy location to make improvements, but PBOT needs to design and build a safe and
proper sidewalk here. And the adjacent parking lot should include both a (landscape) buffer to separate the sidewalk
and defined driveway entries. There are always constraints that challenge a design, but in my opinion, the 'safer
shoulder' proposal is a weak and inappropriate solution. Can't we do better than this? This is a short, but important,
sidewalk segment to complete along Capitol Highway.

| appreciate your efforts and | hope that these comments may help as SWIM is finalized.
Thank you.
Kim Isaacson

7127 SW 31st Avenue
Portland, OR





